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jBIENVENIDOS! 
Welcome...to Gila National Forest 


Mineral Creek 


Recreation 


The scenic drives, camp and picnic grounds, 


rushing streams, and majestic mountains of the 


forest draw thousands of visitors each year. 
Leisure travel through the forest is the most 


popular recreational use. A favorite route is the 


110-mile Trail of the Mountain Spirits Scenic 


Byway locally known as the “Inner Loop.” The 


route travels from Silver City east to NM 35, 


Welcome to Gila National Forest, 3.3 
million acres of publicly owned forest and 
range land rising above the desert country 
of southwestern New Mexico. The forest is a 
rugged realm of cactus and grass, juniper 
and pine, spruce and aspen, and few people. 
One unit lies less than 50 miles from the 
international border with Mexico. The main 
unit forms an irregular outline about 65 by 
100 miles in an area just north of Silver City. 


T-Bar Grasslands 


The Continental Divide meanders for 170 miles through this awesome canyon country, once the 
stronghold of Geronimo, prominent leader, warrior, and medicine man of the Chiricahua Apache, 
and his followers. Centuries ago, cliff dwelling tribes lived here and remains of their homes are 
scattered throughout the forest. One outstanding example has been preserved for today’s visitors 
by the National Park Service at Gila Cliff Dwellings National Monument. Mountain ranges of the 
forest include the Mogollon, Tularosa, Diablo, Brushy, Saliz, San Francisco, Gallo, Mangas, Pinos 
Altos, Big Burro, Mimbres, and Black Range. Elevations start at 4,500 feet in the Chihuahuan 
Desert and rise to almost 11,000 feet on the often snow-covered crest of Whitewater Baldy. 


Wildlife 


Wildlife and fish are valuable resources of 
the forest. Each year thousands of visitors 
come to Gila to fish, hunt and view wildlife 
providing an important source of income for 
businesses of nearby communities. Big 
game species such as mule deer are common 
on the Gila. There also are many beautiful 
Sonoran whitetail or ““Coues” deer. Numer- 
ous trophy class game animals have been 
taken in recent years. Pronghorn find forage 
on the grassland areas. Black bear and 
turkey are found throughout the forest. 
Javalina, or collared peccary, prefer to live 
in the warmer parts of the forest. Majestic 
Rocky Mountain elk roam in significant 
numbers ranging from the lower elevations 
of pifion and juniper country up into the 
aspen high country. Ft. Bayard Wildlife 
Refuge, 10 miles east of Silver City, offers 
the unique opportunity of viewing elk 
especially during autumn. In 1964, bighorn 
sheep were reintroduced into Gila country 
and are sometimes seen in the area south- 
west of Glenwood, along the San Francisco 
River and in the Turkey Creek area. 


Other wildlife include the reclusive moun- 
tain lion, porcupine, bobcat, ringtail, coati, 
several species of bats, many small mam- 
mals, and almost 350 species of birds 
including golden eagles, goshawks, and 
great horned, flammulated, and Mexican 
spotted owls. Of the bird species found on 
the forest, 168 are known to breed here 
while 117 others are regular visitors, but 
breed elsewhere. Another 57 species are 


Brown Bear Cub 


Water 


Water is the lifeblood for all activities and is 
especially vital in the arid Southwest. Most 
of the water available for use in this region 
comes from the mountain lands which make 
up much of the national forests. The Forest 
Service is charged with protecting and 
improving the water producing capabilities 
of mountain watersheds. Rain and snow on 
the Gila bring 12 to 28 inches of water a 
year to this thirsty land. Timber, grass and 
shrubs use some of the moisture. Their roots 
stabilize the soil, thus allowing the remain- 
ing water to feed underground basins, 
creeks, springs, manmade water develop- 
ments, as well as the Rio Grande and Gila, 
San Francisco, and Mimbres Rivers. 


In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights 


Points of Interest 


VLA (Very Large Array) - Located 
northeast of the forest, the VLA is one of the 
world’s premier astronomical radio observa- 
tories probing the mysteries that lie beyond 
the Milky Way. 


Aldo Leopold Vista - Situated along U.S. 
180, this rest stop and picnic area overlooks 
the spectacular western ranges of the Gila 
Wilderness. 


Senator Clinton P. Anderson Overlook - 
With views into river canyons and wild 
range colored in bright reds and yellows, this 
vista overlooks the eastern edge of the Gila 
Wilderness and honors one of the pioneers 
of the Wilderness Act. 


Gila Visitor Center - The center offers a 
variety of services including a small 
museum, an excellent selection of books and 
other items, and information on Gila 
Wilderness and Gila Cliff Dwellings 
National Monument. At the national monu- 
ment, a |-mile loop trail leads visitors up a 
shady canyon into the past and opens a 
window into the lives and homes of Native 
Americans who lived here from the 1280s to 
the early 1300s. 


Emory Pass Vista - Perched at the top of the 
Black Range, Emory Pass Vista gives 
sweeping views across the mountains, over 
the Rio Grande Valley and Caballo Reser- 
voir, to the distant San Andres Mountains, 
beyond which lies White Sands National 


north through the upper Mimbres Valley, across 
the Pinos Altos Mountains to NM 15 and back to 


A 13.36 /2:G 37/3/2016 Silver City, with a side trip to the Gila Cliff 


Bis) DAN Dwellings National Monument. Geronimo Trail 
EEE United States Department of Agriculture National Scenic Byway is another scenic drive 


covering the area from Beaverhead (NM 59) to 
Gila 


considered to be casual (recorded 3 to 5 Monument. 


times) or accidental (recorded but once or 
twice). Due to the diversity of elevations 
and the corresponding vegetation types, the 
forest has a diverse fauna that includes 30 
fish species, 11 amphibians, 44 reptiles, and 
84 mammals. 


regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, 
offices, and employees, and institutions participating 
in or administering USDA programs are prohibited 
from discriminating based on race, color, national 
origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including 
gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, 
age, marital status, family/parental status, income 
derived from a public assistance program, political 
beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights 
activity, in any program or activity conducted or 


Fort Bayard National Recreation Trails - 
This network of trails leads to Big Tree, Old 
Wagon Road, and Wood Haul Road. Fort 
Bayard is an early Army post built during 
the U.S. Army and Apache conflicts of the 
late 1800s. 


Gwynn Tank 


Wilderness 

Pack string in the Gila Wilderness 

A ; Gila National Forest includes more wilder- 
152 to Hillsboro, Emory Pass, and ending at San ness than any other national forest in the 


Lorenzo. The Lake Valley Back Country Scenic Byway begins in Truth or Consequences. Take 


Winston and Cuchillo (NM 52), east toward I-25 
Notional Forest 


traveling along NM 181 and 187, west along NM 
Pocket Guide 
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1-25 south to Caballo. When you reach NM152, follow it to Hillsboro, then take NM27 south to 
Nutt and NM 26, where the byway ends. The tall timber around Reserve and Willow Creek, the 
famous Catwalk National Recreation Trail in Whitewater Canyon near Glenwood, the historic Fort 
Bayard area, and the fabled gold mining ghost town of Mogollon are other popular sites to enjoy. 
A pleasant surprise to many forest visitors is the number and quality of fishing streams. Species 
range from flathead and channel catfish in the lower elevations, to smallmouth bass in the middle 
reaches, and brown and rainbow trout above 6,000 feet. Hidden deep in Gila and Aldo Leopold 
Wilderness areas are populations of the unique, golden-colored Gila trout currently listed as 
threatened. Fishing for Gila trout is regulated by the New Mexico Department of Game and Fish. 
The finest stream fishing awaits those who are willing to “pack in.” Major streams at least 


McKnight Mountain 


partially accessible by road 
include all forks of the Gila 
River, upper San Francisco 
River, Willow Creek, Gilita 
Creek, and Whitewater Creek. 
Trout can also be taken at the 
popular Quemado Lake, Lake 
Roberts, and Snow Lake. The 
forest’s river systems are also a 
refuge for such sensitive, 
threatened and endangered 
species as the spikedace and 
loach minnow plus the Chihua- 
hua, headwater, Gila, and 
roundtail chubs. Hunting and 
fishing are open to all citizens 
and regulated by the New 
Mexico Department of Game 
and Fish. 


Southwest. This undeveloped natural country 
can refresh the human spirit simply by its 
grandeur, purity, and remoteness. Three such 
areas have been set aside; places individuals 
can visit and enjoy but not change. The 
558,065-acre Gila Wilderness, established 
on June 3,1924 at the urging of the great 
conservation pioneer Aldo Leopold, was the 
Nation’s first designated wilderness. It’s now 
bordered on the east by the 202,016-acre 
Aldo Leopold Wilderness. The 29,304-acre 
Blue Range Wilderness adjoins Arizona’s 
rugged Blue Range Primitive Area. Together 
these areas comprise a vast, roadless realm 
astride the Black Range, and the Mogollon, 
Diablo, and Blue Mountains, varying from 
grassland foothills upward through juniper 
woodland, ponderosa pine, and spruce-fir 
forests on the high peaks. Mountain mead- 
ows, aspen glades, and spruce forests border 
on narrow, rock-walled canyons which in 
some places plunge to depths of more than a 
thousand feet. In wilderness there are no 
roads; the only travel permitted is by foot, 
horseback, or canoe. 


Senator Clinton P. Anderson Overlook 


funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all 
programs).Remedies and complaint filing deadlines 
vary by program or incident. Persons with disabilities 
who require alternative means of communication for 
program information (e.g., Braille, large print, 
audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should 
contact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET 
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact 
USDA through the Federal Relay Service at 
(800)877-8339. Additionally, program information 
may be made available in languages other than 
English. To file a program discrimination complaint, 
complete the USDA Program Discrimination 
Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at http://w- 
ww.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at 
any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA 
and provide in the letter all of the information 
requested in the form. To request a copy of the 
complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your 
completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: 
(202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@us- 
da.gov. USDA is an equal opportunity provider, 
employer and lender. 


Apache Creek Archaeological Interpretive 
Site - This is a classic Mimbres village of 
ancient walls and a great kiva lying along 
the Tularosa River. This site tells the story of 
a people famed for their pottery and art. A 
nearby trail leads to the mesa top and 
interprets petroglyphs scattered along the 
rimrock. 


Gila River Bird Sanctuary Area - The bird 
sanctuary is home to 220 species of birds 
including rare species like the black hawk 
and elf owl. This area was set aside as bird 
habitat in 1972 and continues to offer out- 
standing viewing opportunities year round. 


To view the current Gila Pocket Guide with your 
smart device, you may scan the QR code below. 
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fi) Blue symbols indicate a facility or activity is accessible for persons with disabilities. Activity or facility accessible to those with disabilities may vary 


in difficulty. Call district office for detailed information. 
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Forest Service Administrative Site 


* All recreation sites are subject to closure due to fire 
or flood damage. Contact the local Ranger District for 
current information. 

- Please call ahead for additional information. 

- Trailer parking sites may have size limitations. 

- Pets must be on leash in all recreation sites. 


